Basic Christian Beliefs (Class 14) –
Salvation: Pt. 7 (Glorification)
Introduction: Glorification
· The Big Picture of Salvation

· Ask: What is the big picture topic that we have been talking about in D&L? (Salvation)

· Ask: What is our example of this big picture topic and how it fits together with each of the small topics that we have been covering? (A Puzzle)


· Ask:  What are the different parts of salvation that we have been talking about? (Effective Calling, Regeneration, Faith, Repentance, Justification, Adoption)              

· The Small Piece of Glorification
· Say:  Today we are going to talk about the next piece in this puzzle of salvation.  

· Have a student read 
· Romans 8:30   30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
· Romans 8:17   17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-- heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
· Ask:  What do you think is our topic for the day?  (Glorification)  
· The Definition of Glorification
· Ask:  Who knows what glorification is?  (Allow for student answers)
· Say:  Glorification has to do with the end of our salvation…the end of this process whereby we are made like Christ.  We might define Glorification as the completion of the whole process of salvation that we have been talking about.  Glorification is the part of salvation where we are made perfect in our body and soul. We are glorified.  Glorification is the last stop in the process of salvation.  God calls us, regenerates us, enables us to respond with faith and repentance, justifies, adopts, and sanctifies us…and then, when Christ returns, he will glorify us.
· Ephesians 2:4-7   4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved.  6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,
· Ephesians 5:25-27   25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her  26 to make her holy, cleansing {26 Or having cleansed} her by the washing with water through the word,  27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
· The Salvation Puzzle
· Before class, the teacher gets 8 pieces of paper.  Divide each paper in half.  On the top half, write the word of a specific salvation term (eg. Justification).  On the bottom half, write the definition of the term.  Do this for each of the terms.   Then cut the pieces of paper in half, so that you now have 16 pieces of paper, half with terms and half with definitions.  Bring these pieces of paper to class, along with a role of tape.  In class, at this point in this lesson, tape on piece of paper to each person in class (without letting them know which term/definition it is).  Then, have each student try to find his or her partner (term = definition), while only asking yes or no questions.  Do this until every person has found his or her partner. 
· Terms and Definitions;
· Effective Calling:  God’s calling his people to himself
· Regeneration:  God giving us a new birth, changing our heart
· Faith: Our believing and trusting in Christ alone for our salvation
· Repentance:  Our turning away from sin and turning to God
· Justification:  God’s declaring us righteous because of Christ’s righteousness
· Adoption:  God’s bringing us into his family
· Sanctification:  God’s work and our work, where we die to sin and live to Christ
· Glorification:  God’s making us perfect in body and soul at the last day
Death:  The Preface to Glorification

· Introduction: What Happens at Death?
· Say: To discuss glorification, we need to talk about death, and what happens when we die. 
· Ask:  What are some popular notions of death? (Allow for student answers)
· Read Westminster Shorter Catechism Question and Answer  37: What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death? A The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness,(1) and do immediately pass into glory;(2) and their bodies, being still united in Christ,(3) do rest in their graves,(4) till the resurrection.(5) 
· Souls are made perfect in holiness
· Say:  First of all, when you die you are made perfect in holiness.  
· Have a student read Hebrews 12:23  You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect,
· Ask:  What does this verse say about the spirits of righteous men in heaven (they are made perfect)

· Say:  This verse says that in heaven there are the souls of “righteous men made perfect.” At death, sin is no longer present in believers. Sin is gone. Another way to say this is to say that Sanctification (the process of dying to sin) is complete.
· Souls are immediately with God at death
· Say:  When we die, our souls are made perfect.  There is also a second change that happens.
· Teacher reads 2 Corinthians 5:1,6,8:  Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands… Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord… We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  
· Ask:  In verse 1, Paul talks about the earthly tent being destroyed?  What do you think he is talking about?  (The earthly body being destroyed in death)  
· Ask:  What do these verses teach us about being away from the body – where are we if we are away from the body?  (We are with God)
· Say:  The Bible clearly teaches that when we die, we are IMMEDIATELY with God in glory.  Even though our bodies rest in the grave, our souls are immediately with our heavenly father.  Think about what is said to comfort people when they lose a loved one: they are in a better place. If they are a Christian, this is true!  IMMEDIATELY at death the souls of Christians are with God in paradise.
· Example:  The Thief on the Cross (Luke 23:43): Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."
· Feelings about death
· Have students write down how they feel about death  Ask:  How do you feel about death?  Are you afraid?  Uncertain?  Some have said that the purpose of Christianity is to prepare you for death.  What if tomorrow you found out that you only have a certain amount of days to live?  How would you respond?
· Have a student read Matthew 10:28 8 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
The Day of the Lord: The Reality of Glorification

· Transition:  This is only an intermediate state

· Say:  We have talked about what happens after death.  Now let’s talk about what comes next.
· Ask:  What happens to your body at death?  (It remains in the grave [or on earth – ie. even if a body is cremated, the ashes stay on the earth] )
· Have students read the following verses:
· 1 Thessalonians 4:14 14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.
· Isaiah 57:2   2Those who walk uprightly enter into peace; they find rest as they lie in death.
· Say: According to these verses, the body remains in a state of sleep – resting in the grave.  “They find rest as they lie in death.”  They have fallen asleep in Christ.  When believers die, their souls are immediately with God, but their bodies remain in the grave.
· At the Last Day, our physical bodies will be resurrected!
· Ask:  Will there bodies remain there?  (No)

· Have a student read1 Thessalonians 4:16-18   16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  18 Therefore encourage each other with these words.”
· Say:  When we die, our souls are with God, and our bodies remain in the grave…BUT it will not stay there.  When Jesus comes back, our bodies will be raised from the grave (“the dead in Christ will rise first”).  Jesus is coming…bringing bodily resurrection for believers.
· Say:  Some people believe that all physical matter is bad, and that when we die, we are freed from this evil physical life.  Thus people think that we will spend an eternity floating around like spirits, hovering over the clouds 
· Example: Casper the friendly ghost.  
· Say: However, this is NOT what the bible teaches.  The Bible teaches that the body is good and created by God, although it is fallen and perishable because mankind has fallen into sin.  When Jesus returns, our bodies will be united to our souls in heaven.
· Perfection of Soul AND BODY
· Say:  According to the Bible, when Christ returns, our spirits and our bodies will be joined together, and we will dwell with God forever in our spiritual bodies.  We are now going to look at some verses that talk about our spiritual bodies after the resurrection.  Tell me how these verses describe the spiritual body.
· Have students read the following verses:
· 1 Corinthians 15:51-54   51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--  52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." {54 Isaiah 25:8}
· 1 Corinthians 15:40-44  40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another.  41 The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.  42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable;  43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;  44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a natural body, then there is also a spiritual body.
· Ask:  What are some things that these passages tell us about our spiritual bodies?
(our bodies will be changed, from perishable to imperishable, from mortal to immortal, from dishonor to glory, from weakness to power, from natural body to spiritual body)
· Ask: How are our bodies perishable (other versions say corruptible)?  What are some ways our bodies our corrupted?  Is anyone immune from this corruption?  (No). Are you immune from this corruption? (No).
· Ask: How are our bodies subject to dishonor?
· Ask: How are our bodies subject to weakness?
· Example: Christ’s Spiritual Body, after his resurrection

· Ask:  Can you think you think of any place in scripture where we have an example of this spiritual body…of a post-resurrection body?  (Jesus)

· Say:  Jesus’ body, after his resurrection, is a wonderful example of a spiritual body that we are looking forward to having.  In Philippians 3:20-21, Paul says that God will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like Jesus’ glorious body. Let’s read an excerpt from the account of Jesus after his resurrection.  Pay attention to what this tells us about our spiritual bodies.
· Have a student read Luke 24:36-42   36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."  37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  38 He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have."  40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.  41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?"  42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish,  43 and he took it and ate it in their presence.
· Ask:  What are some characteristics of Jesus’ resurrection body that you see in this verse?
· Say:  In this passage, we have a picture of Christ’s resurrected body.  Now it is difficult to take this passage and paint a clear picture of what our resurrected bodies will be like (for example, will we eat in heaven?).  However, what this passage does show us clearly is that when Christ returns there will be a very real resurrection of our bodies, and this will be PHYSICAL resurrection.  We will not be spirits floating in the clouds, but we will be with God forever in our soul and spiritual bodies.
· Say: When we die, we are made perfect in holiness.  Sin no longer has a hold on us.  However, when Christ returns are we are resurrected, this perfection is made complete.  Then, not only does sin no longer have a hold on us, but our bodies are made new.  Imperishable.  Power.  Spiritual.
Conclusion: Glorification

· Say:  Salvation, according to the Bible, is a process.  Like a puzzle with many pieces that fit together, salvation has many pieces.  Salvation begins with God’s effective call on our lives.  He calls those he has chosen to himself.  Salvation ends with glorification, when God makes us perfect in our body and soul.
· Close in prayer.
Basic Christian Beliefs (Salvation) – handouts
What is the big picture topic that we have been studying? ___________

What is our example of this big picture topic and how it fits together with each of the small topics that we have been covering? ___________


What are the different parts of salvation that we have been talking about? 

_____________     _____________     _____________     _____________

_____________     _____________     _____________     _____________

What is our topic for the day?  ______________

What does this mean? __________________________________________

What are some popular ideas about what happens when you die?

______________________________________________________________

What happens to the souls of believers when they die? _______________

Describe how you feel about death ________________________________


______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

What happens to the bodies of believers when they die? ______________

______________________________________________________________

What are some things that 1 Corinthians 15 tells us about our spiritual
bodies, after the resurrection? __________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
