Basic Christian Beliefs (Class 12) – 
Salvation: Pt. 6 (Sanctification – Dying to Sin and Living to Christ)
Introducing Sanctification

· The Big Picture of Salvation

· Ask: What is the big picture topic that we have been talking about in D&L? (Salvation)
· Ask: What is our example of this big picture topic and how it fits together with each of the small topics that we have been covering? (A Puzzle)

· Ask:  What are the different parts of salvation that we have been talking about? (Effective Calling, Regeneration, Faith, Repentance, Justification, Adoption, Sanctification) 
· Reviewing Sanctification

· Ask:  What is sanctification primarily about?  (growth in righteousness)
· Ask:  What are some biblical pictures of growth  (tree, baby)
· Ask:  How does the work in Sanctification – God or us?  (both)
The Problem of Sanctification: The War within us (of indwelling sin)

· What’s the Problem?
· Say:  So we have seen that sanctification is about our growth in righteousness, and that this is something that God does in us, and yet something that we do as well.  But there is a problem with this process.  
· Ask:  What is the problem with our live of sanctification?  (Indwelling Sin)
· The War Within
· Have a student read: Romans 7:19-25   18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do-- this I keep on doing.  20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law;  23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  25 Thanks be to God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.
· Ask:  In this passage, where do you see the Spirit?
· Ask:  In this passage, where do you see the Flesh?
· Dead to Sin and yet Constantly Dying
· Say:  Here is the picture of sanctification:  God makes us dead to sin.  And in one way this is really true.  We are no longer slaves to sin.  Slaves living a life gratifying all the desires of the flesh.  AND YET…there still remains this indwelling sin in us – no longer ruling on the throne of our lives,  but yet still there.  In one way, you can say that we are in Christ dead to sin.  And yet we have the continual responsibility to die to sin.  In Christ, we are dead and dying to sin.
Our Responsibility: Mortify Sin
· The Responsibility of Mortifying Sin
· Have students read the following verses:
·  Romans 8:13  13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.
· Colossians 3:5-8   5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.  8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.
· Say: As Christians, we have the constant responsibility of dying to sin.  Christians have throughout the history of the church called this the mortification of the flesh.  We are called to daily mortify the sin in our life…to constantly put it to death.
· Example: medication.  Imagine medication that you take to get rid of an illness.  If you stop taking the medication, there is a risk that the illness will come back.  In a similar way, we have the daily “medication” as Christians of dying to our sinful nature.  If we take up this responsibility on a daily basis, then we will have victory over the sin in our lives.  If, however, we don’t then we will find it hard to see the growth in our life that God calls us to.
· The Reality of Mortifying Sin

· Say:  Think practically about your life.  What is some sin that you need to mortify?
· The Means of Mortifying Sin

· Confess 
· Have a student read: 1 John 1:8-10   8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.
· Say:  Ask God to show you the sin in your life.  Become more sensitized to this sin.
· Repent

· Say:  Turn from your sin.  Daily.

· Have a student read: 1 John 3:5-7 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.  6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.  7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
· Obey

· Have a student read: James 1:22-25   22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror  24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it-- he will be blessed in what he does. 
· Love and Value God

· Psalm 63:1-11 When he was in the Desert of Judah. O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you in a dry and weary land where there is no water.  2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory.  3 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.  4 I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands.  5 My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods; with singing lips my mouth will praise you.  6 On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night.  7 Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings.  8 My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.  9 They who seek my life will be destroyed; they will go down to the depths of the earth.  10 They will be given over to the sword and become food for jackals.  11 But the king will rejoice in God; all who swear by God's name will praise him, while the mouths of liars will be silenced.
· Be confident in Christ

· Have a student read Romans 7:24-25 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  25 Thanks be to God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.
Our Responsibility: Abide in Christ


· Staying Attached to the Vine

· Have a student read: John 15:1-7 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes that it will be even more fruitful.  3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  5 "I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.
· Ask:  What is our main goal as Christians, according to this verse (Abide in Christ)
CANDY
· What does this mean in practice?

· Ask: How do we abide in Christ? (Allow for student answers)

· Individually: Prayer & Bible reading
· With Joy and Satisfaction
· With Wholehearted Obedience (James 1)
· With Repentance

· Confess, Repent, Obey
· In Community: Church
· With Accountability
· With Encouragement
· With Models
Conclusion: Sanctification as Dying to Sin and Living to Christ
