Basic Christian Beliefs (Class 12) – 
Salvation: Pt. 6 (Sanctification – A Synergistic Work of Growth in Righteousness)
Introduction:  Sanctification

· The Big Picture of Salvation

· Ask: What is the big picture topic that we have been talking about in D&L? (Salvation)
· Ask: What is our example of this big picture topic and how it fits together with each of the small topics that we have been covering? (A Puzzle)

· Ask:  What are the different parts of salvation that we have been talking about? (Effective Calling, Regeneration, Faith, Repentance, Justification, Adoption) 
· The Small Piece of Sanctification

· Say:  Today we are going to talk about the next piece in this puzzle of salvation.  

· Have students read the following verses:

· 1 Corinthians 1:1-2  Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,  2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ-- their Lord and ours:
· 1 Corinthians 6:11   11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
· Acts 26:17-18   17 I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them  18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.'
· Question: Based on these verses, what do you think is our topic for the day? (Sanctification)
· Write: “Sanctification” on the board
· The Definition of Sanctification

· Ask:  Who knows what sanctification is?  (Allow for student answers)
· Say:  According to the Westminster Shorter Catechism, sanctification is “the work of God's free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.”
· Say:  Basically this definition involves three different parts.  First of all, sanctification involves our growth in righteousness.  This is somewhat of a summary of the whole definition.  Sanctification is all about our growth as Christians…becoming more righteous and godly in the way we live our lives.  Secondly, sanctification is something that both God does and we do.  The definition says that sanctification is a work of God’s free grace.  Obviously, this means God does the work here.  However, it also says that WE are enabled to die to sin and live to righteousness.  This implies that we also do something in the process of sanctification.  Finally, the specific thing that happens in sanctification is death and living:  Dying to sin and living in Christ.
· Write the following aspects on the board underneath sanctification:

· Sanctification involves growth in righteousness

· Sanctification is God’s Work and Ours
· Sanctification involves our practice of daily dying to sin and living to Christ.
Sanctification Involves Growth in Righteousness

· Sanctification is all about growth (the connection between sanctification and the rest of salvation).
· Say: First of all, we are going to study how sanctification is about growth in righteousness.  When God calls a person to himself, changes their heart, gives them faith and repentance, and justifies and adopts them into his family, he does not do that things would end there.  He does this and calls them to be transformed…to change…to grow and become more righteous and holy…more Christ-like.
· Have students read the following verses:
· 1 Peter 2:2   2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,
· Ephesians 4:14-15   14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
· Example of Growth #1:  A Baby

· Ask:  What is the picture that is used in these verses to describe spiritual growth (babies/infants)

· Have a student come up and draw a baby on the board

· Ask:  What are some ways that babies grow? (Have a student right these answers on the board beside the picture of the baby)

· Ask:  How being a Christian similar to a baby?  In what ways do we grow?
· Say:  You can think of it this way: when God calls you to himself and regenerates you, you are given a new birth.  You are born again and adopted into God’s family.  Sanctification is about the growth that takes place after that.
· Why Growth is Important
· Ask:  Why is growth important for the Christian life?  (Allow for student answers)
· Have a student read the following verses:
· James 2:14-19  4 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?  15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.  19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder.
· Say:  This is a difficult passage that often times seem to teach that salvation is by our works…as if we do good things and then God saves us.  But this is NOT what these passages teach.  These passages teach that is we have true faith, then this faith will inevitably show up in the way we live our lives.  If we have true faith in our lives, then we will GROW.  This growth is sanctification. Our faith affects our actions.  Are you saved by your works?  NO!  You are saved by having true faith in God.  But if you have true faith in God, then you will also have good works in your lives.  You will grow in righteousness.
· The Picture of Growth: Example of Tree
· Say:  One of the ways that Jesus taught us about the importance of growth in righteousness is by using the example of a tree.  
· Have a student read: Matthew 7:16-20 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles?  17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.  19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.
· Say:  Jesus’ picture here illustrates what we have been talking about:  If a person is a Christian (a good tree), then that Christian will have good works that come out of his or her life (good fruit)
· Example #2:   The Fruit of the Christian Life
· Have a student come up to the board and draw a picture of a tree.
· Have students hypothesize as to what are some examples of good fruit in the life of the Christian.  Write the answers down on the board.  Then the teacher compiles these answers and writes the fruit in on the diagram of the tree.
· Examples: Devotional Life, Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5), Obedience to God’s Commands, Love for God, Confession and Repentance, , Involvement in Church
Sanctification is God’s Work AND Ours 
· Something that God does
· Say:  We have discussed how sanctification is about growth in righteousness.  Let’s now ask the question:  Who works in sanctification?
· Have students read the following verses:
· John 17:15-21  15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 
· 2 Thessalonians 2:13   13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.
· Ask:  According to these verses, who does the work of sanctification? (God)
· Something that we do

· Ask:  So God does the work in sanctification.  Does this mean that we are just supposed to sit back and let God work in us.  Let God make us more Holy, more loving, more obedient.  It that how we are supposed to live as Christians? (No…we are to join with God’s work in sanctification)
· Have students read Philippians 2:12   12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed-- not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence-- continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,
· Say:  This verse clearly commands us to work out our salvation.  Again, this does not mean that we earn our salvation, but that the salvation that we have in Christ is one that inevitably flows over into good works.  And this is something that we do.  Every day.  Sanctification is something that God does in our lives, but it is also something that we do!  
· Say:  WE can’t be lazy and just say, God, make me more pure.  We need to take every thought captive to see whether or not it is pure.  We can’t just say, God, make me more obedient.  Instead, we need to read the Bible constantly so that we will know what God has commanded us to do, and then go and do it.  We can’t just say, “God make me more loving.”  We need to spend time with God and meditate on who he is and what he has done for us.”  Do we wait for God to change us and make us more like Christ?  YES!  But this is not all.  Without God, we cannot change.  But without our effort we cannot change either.  
· Example: A little child in his Dad’s workshop.
· Have a student read: Ephesians 2:10  10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
· Say:  Imagine a little 6 yr old in his father’s workshop.  He wants to participate with his dad in his work, and so his dad allows him to come along with him in his workshop as he builds a table.  His dad helps his son hold a hammer and bang the hammer down on the nails.  He helps his son glue the wood together, hold the screwdriver to fasten the legs together, and even helps the son sand down the wood, making it smooth.  At no point did the dad say, “you go and make the table.”  Likewise, at no point did the Dad just make the table for the son.  In everything they did, they worked together.  Sanctification is a little bit like that.  God works with us to produce good works in our life.  We don’t do this on our own, and God doesn’t do this for us.  Sanctification is something that God does AND we do.
Conclusion

