Basic Christian Beliefs (Class 11) – 
Salvation: Pt. 5 (Adoption)
INTRODUCE: ADOPTION

· Review:  The Big Picture of Salvation
· Ask:  Who can tell me what theological topic we have been talking about this fall?  (Salvation)  
· Ask:  What metaphor have we been using to describe all the different parts of salvation? (Puzzle)  
· Ask:  Who can tell me all of the parts of salvation that we have been talking about? (Effective Calling, Regeneration, Faith, Repentance, and Justification) 
· Have students read the following verses
· Romans 8:22-23   22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
· Romans 9:3-4   3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race,  4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.
· Ephesians 1:4-6  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--  
· What are we talking about?? (Adoption)
· The Definition of Adoption
· Read the Westminster Shorter Catechism question & answer 34: What is adoption?  Adoption is an act of God’s free grace whereby we are received into the number and have a right to all the privileges of the sons of God.
· Say:  Today we are going to focus on the two parts of adoption, as defined by the Westminster Shorter Catechism.  First of all, we are going to talk about how adoption is our being received into God’s family.  And secondly, we are going to talk about the privileges that we have as sons and daughters of God.  Then, next week, we are going to look at some of the responsibilities of those who are adopted into God’s family.
ADOPTION IS THE ACT OF BEING BROUGHT INTO GOD’S FAMILY

· Ask:  Do you think that the process of adopting a child is simple and short, or is it more lengthy and complicated?  How knows some of the steps in the process of adopting a child?
· Allow for the students to answer, and then tell them all 10 steps (from the National Adoption Center website)

1.  Learn About Adoption
2.  Select an Agency
3.  Complete a Home study
4.  Search for a Child
5.  Exchange Information with Child's Agency
6.  Learn That You Have Been Selected for a Child
7.  Meet and Visit With the Child
8.  Receive a Placement
9.  Finalize the Adoption
10.  Life as an Adoptive Family
· Say: Obviously, the process of adopting a child and the process of God adopting us into his family are not the same.  However, there are some things in common.
· In both cases, some things have to happen in order for a child to be adopted into a family.

· Say:  We have already talked about what has to take place for a child to be adopted into a family.
· Ask:  What does it take for us to be adopted into God’s family (Jesus had to die for us, to take away our sin and give us his righteousness.  This enables us to be adopted into God’s family.  Only those who trust in Christ are adopted, because only those who trust in Christ have their sin taken away).
·  In both cases, someone who was once NOT in the family becomes a full member of the family.
· Ask:  Why were we once not a part of God’s family?  (Because of our sin)
· Say: Because of Christ, anyone who trusts in him may be saved and adopted into the family of God.  If someone is not trusting in Christ as their savior, then they are not in the family of God.  However, when someone does accept Christ, they are brought into God’s family in a special way.  Tell the students that you are going to read a before and after picture of adoption:  The first passage shows what life was like before we were in the family of God.  The second passage shows life after we are in the family of God.
· Have a student read the following passages:
· Ephesians 2:1-4 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,  2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.  3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.
· Ask:  What kind of relationship do we have with God we are not a part of God’s family, as described in this passage?  (wrath, disobedience, etc)
· 1 John 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
· Ask:  What kind of relationship do we have with God when we ARE a part of God’s family?  (love)
· In both cases, the process of adoption is formal and lasting.

· Say: When families adopt a child, this is not a casual decision, or one about which they will change their minds later on.  When a child is adopted, he or she can know that they are a part of that family for GOOD!  The same is true for those who are adopted into God’s family.  This happens once and is never undone.

· Have a student read John 6:37   37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.
· In both cases, the adoption takes place because of the love of the parents, not mainly because of the goodness of the children.

· Say:  Most of the time, when a couple decides to adopt a child, they do so because they have a lot of love that they want to share with a child of their own.  They decide to adopt because they are loving.  In a similar way, God adopts his children, not because his children are so good, but because he is so loving and gracious.  God’s children don’t deserve his love, but he gives it to them anyway, because he is so amazingly loving.

· Have a student read the following verses

· (Preface this verse by saying that Israel was called God’s son, in the Old Testament.  In this passage, we see that God choose Israel, not because of anything good about the nation, but because God is so loving). Deuteronomy 7:6-8   6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.  7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples.  8 But it was because the LORD loved you…
· Ephesians 1:4-6  In love  5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--  6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.
· Example: Mephibosheth
· Say:  We have seen how adoption is about someone who is not a member of a family being brought into a family, how this is formal and lasting, and how this is motivated by the love and grace of the one adopting, and not because of the goodness of the one being adopted.  We are now going to look at a picture of adoption in the Bible that illustrates these points..  A picture of someone who was once not in a family, and then, simply because of the goodness and love of another, permanently joins the family and receives all the privileges of those in the family.
· Teach chooses 3 actors who are not afraid to act in front of the classroom.  The teacher narrates the skit, and the actors act out the skit.  Teacher needs to practice reading this passage, given the difficulty of the names therein. 
· Read 2 Samuel 9:1-13 David asked, "Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan's sake?"  2 Now there was a servant of Saul's household named Ziba. They called him to appear before David, and the king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" "Your servant," he replied.  3 The king asked, "Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God's kindness?" Ziba answered the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet."  4 "Where is he?" the king asked. Ziba answered, "He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar."  5 So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir son of Ammiel.  6 When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. David said, "Mephibosheth!" "Your servant," he replied.  7 "Don't be afraid," David said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table."  8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said, "What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?"  9 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, "I have given your master's grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family.  10 You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master's grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table." (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.)  11 Then Ziba said to the king, "Your servant will do whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do." So Mephibosheth ate at David's {11 Septuagint; Hebrew my} table like one of the king's sons.  12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of Ziba's household were servants of Mephibosheth.  13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king's table, and he was crippled in both feet.
· Say  (Summarizing this section):  God adopts his people into his family because of what Christ did for them, taking their sin away.  This is a formal and lasting change.  And this takes place only because of God’s grace and love. 
ADOPTION GRANTS US A RIGHT TO ALL THE PRIVILEDGES OF SONS OF GOD
· Say:  When a child is brought into a family by adoption, he or she, all of a sudden, has certain rights and privileges because of their being in a family.
· Ask:  What do you think some privileges that an adopted child has in a new family?

· Say:  Just like adopted children, when you and I are brought into God’s family, we are given certain rights and privileges as a part of his family.

· God’s Love

· Read Romans 8:15  For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of son-ship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."  
· Say:  The first privilege that we have as children of God is God’s love!
· Ask:  Does anyone know what Abba means?  (Daddy)
· Say: This is a picture of intimacy.  Father is a more formal term.  Dad is a little less formal.  But Daddy is a term that indicates a very close relationship.  The relationship that you have with God, in Christ, is a very close and deeply loving relationship
· Have a student read

· Psalm 103:8-17   8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  9 He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;  10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him;  12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;  14 for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.  15 As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field;  16 the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more.  17 But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's children—
· Ask:  What are some things said in this passage that let us know that God loves us deeply?
· Ask:  Can you think of a time when you felt very close to your dad or your mom?  Would you mind sharing? (Teacher think of your own example to share as well)
· Say:  God loves us deeply.  All those things that you mentioned about feeling loved by your father and mother are only a small glimpse of how much God loves his children in Christ.  He loves us more!
· God’s Presence and God’s Provision
· Say:  As great as it is that God loves us, there is more.  Not only does God love his adopted children, but God is constantly with them.
· Example:  Imagine a Dad who loves his child very much, but for some reason cannot spend much time with him or her.  Perhaps he travels a lot and is not home very often.  Love is best when it is a person is present with someone often.  

· Well this is exactly what God’s children have:  God’s love AND God’s presence with them
· Have a student read Psalm 139:7-16  7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?  8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.  9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,  10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.  11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,"  12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.  
· Say:  God is with us always.  And this is good because God loves us deeply and knows us better than anyone else does!  No matter what you are going through, you can turn to God who is with you.  He is your constant friend.
· Say:  Not only is his presence with us God because he loves us and knows us, but he also provides for us
· Have a student read: Luke 12:22-30   22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear.  23 Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.  24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds!  25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  26 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  27 "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.  28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!  29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.  30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.
· Ask:  Why does Jesus talk about ravens and lilies here?  (to show that God takes care of them and so he will take care of his children, who are so much more important)
· Identity in Christ

· Say:  One final privilege that adopted members have is belonging.  When a child is adopted into a family, they have an identity and a belonging and a place with that family for the rest of their life.  They have a place to call home.  Well this is even more true with God’s adopted children. Every one of us, if we are a child of God, has a wonderful identity in Christ.  
· Ask:  If someone were to come up and ask you about yourself…about your identity, what are some of the things you would say?  (Allow for answers:  encourage everyone to respond.  Encourage the kids to be honest and not give all “Sunday School” answers.  Maybe they would say: “I’m a soccer player…musician…artist…video game fanatic…I’m good at math/history/English…I’m an all-around athlete…I’m a nice person…etc.”)
· Say:  Think about how you understand your identity.  This is very important.  Do you understand yourself as an athlete?  What happens if you get hurt or aren’t good enough to play sports anymore?  Are you smart?  What happens when you find something in school that you aren’t good at…and you find out that you aren’t as smart as you thought?  What happens when you find out that you aren’t able to make a living doing what you really want to do?  Whatever your identity is…this is how you understand yourself.  What happens if that gets taken away?  The one identity that will never get taken away if your main identity, if you are in Christ.  If you are in Christ, you are his child, who he loves, who he cares for, who he provides for, and who he has a plan for in this life.  Don’t find your identity in other things which will let you down.  Find your identity in Christ!
· Have someone read: Psalm 139: 13-16   13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.  14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth,  16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  
CONCLUSION
· Ask: What is our topic for today?  (Adoption) 

· Ask: What does adoption mean?  (Being brought into a family and having the family privileges) 

· Ask:  What are the family privileges in God’s family?  (God’s love, presence, provision, and identity)
· Say: Let’s close in prayer
